End Times  Week 3

Last Week

Matt 24:9* “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.

10* "At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another.

2 Thess 2:3-4 - Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
1. Jesus is talking more about ‘signs’ of the end of the age


A.  Persevere, endure until the end because there will be much lawlessness,  love of many growing cold

Matt 24:12* “Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.

iniquity shall abound = lawlessness shall have been multiplied shall wax cold = will grow cold - from a word meaning to cool by blowing - the winds of lawlessness will blow over them, cooling their love.

Matt 24:13* “But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.

Heb 10:39* But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.

Heb 3:6* but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house--whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.


B.  The Harvest at the end of the age/Gospel of the Kingdom

Matt 24:14* “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

John 3:1* ¶ Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews;

 2* this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

 3* Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Matthew 10:7* “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

 8* “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give.
"To [the apostles] He also presented Himself alive after His suffering . . . being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3).

Matt 28:19* “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

 20* teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matt 13:39* and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.


C. Answering all three questions

  
Destruction of temple 



His return 



End of the age

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION
Matt 24:15* “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),

 16* then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains;

 17* Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his house.

 18* Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak.

 19* “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!

 20* “But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.

3 1/2 years before Jesus return
Lu 21:20* “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near.

(Destruction of the temple in 70 A.D.)
This sign got the Christians to leave Jerusalem before Titus destroyed 

--no Christians were killed because of this prophecy--they knew when to leave

70 A.D. - The Signs Jerusalem Saw

Written by Dan Curry  “Deeds of God”

I'd like to quickly hit upon an amazing deliverance that occurred before Rome came and destroyed Jerusalem.  The Christians (Jesus's apostles) had been warned by Jesus that there was a judgement coming, and they were warned that when they saw it approaching they were to flee without delay for their very lives.

     "But when you see Jerusalm surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near.  Let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.  For these are the days of vengeance, that all things that are written may be fulfilled." Luke 21:20

When most of Judah was assembled in Jerusalem for one of their annual national feasts, the Feast of Tabernacles, a Roman General named Cestius surrounded the city.  It looked like the Christians. had missed their chance to heed Jesus's warning to flee.  And inside, some prayed for deliverance by God, and others counselled surrendering to the Romans.  But, certain news made it appear wise to Cestius to relocate to another area for a while, and as he left, the Jews supposed that God had given their sign, and they sallied out to overtake Cestius and attack him.  This they did with great success, killing a great many Romans and capturing even the storied 'standard' born by that legion.  This would later cause them to be courageous in the belief that they should not surrender to the Romans when their city was again encircled, so it ultimately worked to their destruction. 

But in the meantime, the Romans withdrawn and their countrymen the Jews mostly gone after them, the Christians fled out of the city.  They did not join the battle, nor were they attacked as traitors for the simple reason that all the Jews were preoccupied, and few were left in the countryside because of the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem.  So the Christians fled east across the Jordan River to a city called Pela in an area then called Perea.  Some old writers have said that not a single Christian failed to escape.  Who knows.  But that is jumping ahead of this story, which is about what strange things occurred in the years preceding Jerusalem's destruction to warn the Jews of the coming time of disaster.   

Moves it to the End Times:

Luke 21:24* and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

 25* “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves,

 26* men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

Great Tribulation: How long?

Matthew 24:21* “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.

 22* “Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

1. The Restrainer is removed

2 Thess 2:6-8 - And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed…

Dan 12:1 - Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.

2. War in Heaven and the expulsion of Satan

Rev 12:7-12 - And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time."

3. Abomination of Desolation

Dan 9:27 - And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate
Matt 24:15, 21 - Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place… For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.

4. Beginning of the Great Tribulation

Rev 13:3-7 - And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.

5. Woman (faithful Israel) is hidden in wilderness

Rev. 12:1, 6, 14 - A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars… Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days… But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent

6. The Two Witnesses begin their ministry in Jerusalem

Rev 11:3 - And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.

7. The Apostasy

Matt 24:9-10 - Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name. At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 

2 Thess 2:3-4 - Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

