God Troubles
What became of the concept of habitual sin having consequences?
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   The Lord periodically visits His Church with times of refreshing and restoration. (Acts 3:19-21)  During such visitations truths and practices that have been lost to the Body are revealed and take center-stage bringing tremendous blessings.  The past 6 decades have been blessed with around a dozen periods of restoration.  Examples of such are the Jesus Revival of the ‘60s; the Charismatic Renewal of the ‘70s; and the Father’s Blessing Movement of the ‘90s.  Characteristically, through the applications of the rediscovered truths/practices, notable healings, miracles, deliverances from destructive habit patterns and transformations of life circumstance become common place.  For a while it can seem as though the Body has latched onto a truth that is the universal remedy for all ills.  Usually such presumptions are soon proven unfounded.  About the time the ink dries on a new movement’s denominational charter, the power begins to dissipate. The signs and wonders that once flourished still happen, but with rarer frequency.  God’s people are again compelled to seek His face about what is amiss.

  Surely, the Body of Christ is now in a seeking mode.  Many want to know why the Church is not walking in power equal to that of First Century.  Heaven’s doors are pounded for explanations about the numbers of God’s choicest servants going through circumstances belying the concept of believers as joint heirs with Christ?   I’m of the opinion that the Lord is about to send the answer through a new visitation.  The truth it will emphasize is the necessity for Lord’s Church and its individual members to walk in the fear of the Lord.  The New Testament reveals that signs and wonders and exhibitions of the fear of God are not conflicting.  Such go hand in hand.  The converted and the unconverted can experience miraculous healing and the comfort of the Holy Spirit simultaneously with the fear of the Lord.  (Acts 2:43, 5:5, 10-16, 9:31, 19:17)
  Some conjecture the concept of fearing the Lord and the concepts of God’s love and grace mutually exclusive and that somehow God’s reputation needs their defense.  They speak of the fear of God as though reverential caution/piety was its sole biblical manifestation.  The Greek words used for “fear” inevitably debunk such speculations.  The root word is “phobos”.  In its various forms it conveys, panicked fright, fleeing in fright, terror, extreme fear and so forth.  Every legitimate child of God is subject to His disciplines.  Understanding the potential for such to be rattling encounters should serve as a deterrent to willful sin. (Heb 10:29-31)
  A family can have a father that is kind and loving and slow to deal out punishments.  Yet, when Mom threatens, you just wait until your father gets home; it upgrades a disobedient child’s apprehensions.  The presence of a father at home changes the atmosphere in regard to behavior.  So it should be with Christians.  If we truly believe God the Father is present everywhere-all-of-the-time, we should monitor our behavior to avoid His corrective sessions. 

God’s Chastenings
  Most believers are aware that God disciplines His children in like manner to that given to His First Born Son, Jesus.  We too are required to humble ourselves by obediently taking paths that aren’t particularly desirable. (Heb 2:10-11, 5:8, 12:5-6)  Such is important, but is not the topic of this article.  We’ll be examining sin-related chastenings.  Admittedly, the topic is complicated and is subject to misunderstanding from those failing to grasp the spirit and intents of that which is stated.  My purpose is the prevention of sin-driven chastenings.  It’s also my hope to assist those under such disciplines in recognizing what is in process and to bring righteous closure.  All that is stated will be best understood by looking up the Bible references cited.

  Labeling every sickness, mishap and struggle experienced by God’s people as His dealings is a tragic error.  Such misrepresents the character of Father God and the provisions of the New Covenant purchased by the Blood of the Lamb.  Conversely, it’s just as problematic to presume it’s impossible for negative happenings to be the consequences of behaviors and attitudes that are inconsistent with scriptural mandates.

  Christians tend to fall into one of 2 extremes whenever they observe others encountering stubborn problems.   Some are of the opinion that adversities signal hidden sins and others fault the Devil for targeting believers.  More often than not, I think the latter is the accurate diagnosis.  However, the New Testament persuades me that persistent un-confessed sins can spawn various types of trials more frequently than some imagine.  In such instances, people don’t have a devil problem per se; they’ve got a God problem.  

  Such a statement could spark objections from most anyone who has overgrazed on this generation’s heavy emphasis on grace and mercy.  They perceive God as a doting Father who continually lavishes His richest blessings on people regardless of past and present sins.  I give a hearty Yea and Amen to that when speaking of the yet unconverted whom the Father is drawing into salvation by faith in Christ.  God’s goodness is designed to bring sinners to repentance. (Rom 2:4)  Even so, it’s another matter when speaking of those who’ve walked with the Lord for years.  The Scriptures, and personal experiences/observations indicate that God expects advancement in experiential righteousness and holiness within those who’ve embraced the Cross. Those refusing advancement choose the Lord’s chastening/disciplines by default. (Heb 12:1-17)  God’s children cannot behave as though there are no consequences for sin. (1 Cor 10:1-13)  

Forever the Same
  Believers are correct to remind one another that God does not change and Jesus remains the same yesterday, today and forever. (Mal 3:6, Heb 13:8) The difficulty is many assume such pertains solely to God’s goodness overruling any eventualities for His severity. (Rom 11:22)  Inherent with the Godhead’s changelessness is the truth that He distinguishes the legitimacy of His children by disciplining the disobedient.  There’s ample evidence that un-confessed sins and/or sinful rebellion still carry penalties.  It’s the number of God’s people that continually struggle with mystifying hardships that defy the provisions of the New Covenant.  Obstacles to health, prosperity and relational harmony linger way too long.  Situations that should disappear with reasonable attentiveness to intimate fellowship with the Lord, the Word, prayer, and faith confessions don’t budge. 

  Most of the time ongoing sins are the issue.  There are occasions when believer’s lives are complicated by penalties for pre-salvation transgressions.  Such does not mean the past sins were not forgiven through redemption in Jesus’ name.  Why the penalties would remain in force years into salvation is not clearly defined.  Possibly the Lord injected that factor into the equation to serve as a sobering deterrent about particular transgressions.  Regardless, sometimes it takes time to realize the connection between tough situations and longstanding sins.    

Wide Door
  The categories of those who go through chastening episodes are broad.  Fervent believers do so and so do those who’ve chosen worldly treks after childhood conversions.  Some of the latter might surmise the Lord has forgotten their former zeal.  He hasn’t and He has boundless methods for convincing prodigals that Father’s house is the best place for them.  The equation also contains those who’ve made marriage and legal vows citing God as a witness.  Within the mix are nominal Christians that show up for church services on Christmas and Easter, recite the creeds and take communion.  They might reason that all they’ve vowed and confessed were mere cultural formalities.  Without respect for such reasoning, the stormy winds of God troubles can begin to blow.  He’s never obligated Himself to disregard words spoken by whim by saints nor sinners.  He calls us into account for idle words.  It is by our words that we’re justified or condemned and the condemnations can be exacting. (Matt 12:36)  The penalties for some sins become evident in the here and now; others rush ahead and will be exposed and recompensed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (2 Cor 5:10, 1 Tim 5:24)
  The Bible promises that everything that can be shaken will be until only that which is unshakeable remains. (Heb 12:25-29)  Two-thousand-years-ago the Apostle Peter stated it was time for judgment to begin at the House of God. (1 Pet 4:17)  It’s unwise to consign such to future individuals living on the brink of the Lord’s return.  Judgments have been tasted by believers in every generation subsequent to the writing of Peter’s epistle. Salvation guaranteeing eternity in heaven is free and instantaneous.  However, there are other aspects of salvation that must be worked-out with reverential caution. (Philip 2:12)  Among such are instructions about how God deals with His own.  Our loving God is committed to guiding us through experiences designed for our temporal and eternal welfare.  The good news is two-fold: Chastenings are intended to bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteous holiness.  When we nestle further into Him rather than wrestling against Him, we’re empowered to believe God will see us through all of life’s circumstances.   God problems can be solved via repentance toward God and by applying redemptive restitution when needed towards those whom we’ve wronged.

The Process
  There are various reasons for God troubles and for activations of His disciplines.  Especially with reaping what we’ve sown, the track of the penalties tends to fall within the perimeters of after like-kind.   In other instances sin’s consequences manifest as one or more of the curses/penalties found in Deut 28:14-68.  The process has stages.  First, the Holy Spirit patiently convicts us of sin and warns of potential reprisals.  Afterward the unrepentant find themselves in sorrowful situations.  Not heeding the initial sorrows incites progressive measures of severity.  The terminology for the process is taken from ancient shepherding principles. (Heb 12:10-13)  A shepherd would hook the leg of a sheep that habitually wandered with the crook of his rod and strain it with a twist.  If the beast ignored the discomfort with flippant no-pain-no-gain attitudes, he would fully dislocate the leg rendering it lame. There are many believers whose life circumstances reflect sin-related limps.   Significant numbers giving the appearance of wholeness have hidden limps they’re not apt to disclose until desperate enough to do so.  We’ll now cover some of the causes and symptoms of such limps.  If not pertinent to the lives of the reader, some comments will likely be useful in counseling others. 

God Mockers
  No one can continuously mock God and escape reprisals.  The practice entails gambling with the Lord’s grace and patience.  It’s to continually up the ante by sowing behaviors and attitudes that His Word and Spirit denote as putting one at risk of reaping corruption. (Gal 6:7-8)  The bet is that God’s grace will prevent Him from calling your hand.  King Herod was consumed by worms for the blasphemy of allowing people to perceive him as God’s equal. (Acts 12:21-23)  Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for lying about a spiritual matter. (Acts 5:1-11)  Most of us have never witnessed the dynamics of those incidents.  Nonetheless, many of us have witnessed believer’s lives consumed by Russian roulette with substance abuse.  We have seen people suffer for violating the God-inspired principle of paying taxes to support civil governments.  Those who flagrantly disregard the Spirit’s whispers to comply with traffic laws get financially stretched by exorbitant fines and some come to physical harm. (Rom 13:1-7)  Disrespect for our physical bodies is a form of mocking God.  The Bible implies the Lord derives glory by the proper treatment of our bodies as His temples of the Holy Spirit.  Ignoring the need for balanced diets, adequate rest and exercise can pave the way for corrupting influences.  (1 Cor 6:19-20, 9:27, 1 Tim 4:7) 

Irreverence for the Eucharist
  Perhaps the most common and dangerous type of irreverence pertains to attitudes about the Lord’s Supper.  Jesus asked for Holy Communion to be observed often in remembrance of Him until He returns in glory.  Among other vital issues, frequent celebration of it keeps the sacrifice of the Cross central in our perspectives.  Those of numerous denominations endanger themselves by dismissing it as unimportant by neglecting it as an oft observed sacrament.  With Christians belonging to liturgical groups, it’s just the opposite.  There is no telling how many are weak, sickly and have died for approaching the Lord’s Table as a familiar token of religiosity. (1 Cor 11:24-34)  It’s foolish to assume God held the Early Church responsible for circumspect participation in communion and subsequently released 21rst Century Christians to be insensitive about the matter. (Heb 10:29)
Treacherous Infidelity
   The OT speaks of those who have adulterous affairs and those that divorce their first marriage partners as guilty of treachery. (Mal 2:13-16)  There is a NT carry over of the rebuke stating adulterers will be judged. (Heb 13:4)  Paul told the Corinthians that fornicators, adulterers and homosexuals sin against their own bodies. (1 Cor 6:17-20)  The implications are sobering when one considers the number of Christian men and women struck with cancerous growths in their reproductive organs.  It would be ungodly and unjust to assert that most cases of such are directly related to sexual misconduct.  However, in light of the Scriptures it would be equally wrong to presume there are never potentials for interconnectedness.  Of course, redemption through the Blood of Jesus grants forgiveness of all past sins.  Yet, apparently there are occasions wherein it takes time to nullify the temporal penalties, especially when such are already in progress at salvation.  For many the process of restoration and healing will be incomplete until they’ve attempted emotional restitution to those they grieved by apologizing and asking for forgiveness.

Teen Rebellion
   Rebellion against parental authority should not be taken lightly under the worldly pretext of kids-will-be-kids.  The first commandment with a promise is for children to honor their parents.  The rewards for doing so are long and productive lives. (Eph 6:1-3)  It’s not unusual for the children of Christian parents to mutate into godless heartbreakers during their mid-teens.  More than a few do so after exhibiting impressive spiritual fervency during their early years.  It’s not difficult to find examples of such floundering for purpose well into adulthood.  At times, success in life is withheld until adult prodigals apologize to and ask forgiveness from their parents for teen rebellions.  Asking for parental blessings on their lives often liberates the stymied to satisfying lives. 

Timid Stewardship of Spiritual Gifts
  Every Christian is endowed with one or more spiritual gifts.  As good stewards they’re to cultivate their callings. (1 Pet 4:10-11)  Our loving Lord Jesus does not tolerate timidity about utilizing the talents bestowed by the Holy Spirit.  He refers to Himself as austere demanding fruit from sectors where He’s hasn’t sown.  He labels those who hover in self-conscious cowardice as lazy and wicked. (Lk 19:2o-24)  There are believers who constantly struggle for vocational advancement.  I’ve observed that some that do so are hesitant to be bold with their spiritual gifts.  It would behoove many to question what they’ve accomplished as stewards of God’s spiritual gifts.  It could be that some who are hesitant to utilize the Holy Spirits gifts find that He is hesitant to bless the natural talents they hope to utilize vocationally.  (Lk 16:10-13)
Unforgiveness Issues
  Volumes have been written defining unforgiveness as a luxury none can afford.  Most believers are fully aware of the irrefutable evidence that those harboring resentments align themselves to taste God’s displeasure.  His standard is if we don’t forgive others for their offenses against us; He won’t forgive us of ours against Him. (Matt 6:9-15, Mk 11:22-25)   Both of the cited references are about prayer.  Interestingly, the Word reveals resentful interactions between marriage partners as hindrances to answered prayer.  God perceives couples as joint heirs of His grace for productive lives.  Those that seethe with unforgiveness are chastened.  The good lives they hope and pray for elude them. (1 Pet 3:1-13)    The remedy is well-known.  Forgive past offenses and stop snapping at one another with impatient scorn. 

What If?
  The Early Church had a very effective way of dealing with stubborn unrepentant members.  Such were ceremonially turned over to Satan and exposed to his cruelties that they might come to godly repentance.  The Bible mentions 3 individuals that experienced such.  One had persisted in an incestuous sexual relationship. (1 Cor 5:1-5)  The other 2, Hymenaeus and Alexander were charged with rejecting the voice of conscience in regard to ill-attitudes about Paul’s apostleship.  They undermined his ministry by speaking of him with antagonistic contempt. (1 Tim 1:19-20, 2 Tim 4:14-15)  In the OT Miriam and the sons of Korah underwent somewhat similar reprisals for questioning the authority of Moses. (Num 12:10:15, Num 16)
  I don’t know of many present-day fellowships that would venture risking lawsuits for attempting to enforce biblical principles.  The question is what if God hasn’t withdrawn His sovereign authority to enact the policy of turning the rebellious over to Satan?  Considering the Lord’s changelessness, I would doubt it.  It might be a relief if I’m wrong; but if I’m right, it carries serious implications.

  Contemporary Christian society has an abundance of ministry critics and church hoppers.  The hoppers leaving one church to join another often feel the necessity to offer commentaries to justify their decisions to change churches.  Most assessments are charitable and some most definitely aren’t.  A few don’t even have the courtesy to offer a loving farewell.  Carnality drives all too many to spiral into accusatory hostility when speaking of their former spiritual leaders and the church’s members.  Proverbs 17:13 has sobering implications for vehement critics that once spoke of their former fellowships enthusiastically and testified of good fruits from attending.   Graceless chatter about any of God’s people is a dangerous occupation.  All should be careful about how they speak about the Lord’s anointed, lest God deliver them over to the destroyer. (Gen 20:7, Psa 105:14-15) 

  In the sex department, I know of an itinerant minister whose specialty is ministry to single adults.  He routinely asks for a show of hands from those who are sexually active.  He reports an 80% positive response.  What if the Lord hasn’t changed His mind about sexual intimacy being reserved for marriage?  What if He has maintained His right to execute vengeance upon unrepentant fornicators and chooses to turn some over to Satan? (1 Cor 6:13, 18, Heb 13:4)   I shudder at the thought of how many believers might be in that state. 

  When God purposely closes His umbrella of protection over an aspect of a wayward Christian’s life, they need it reopened ASAP.   The reopening mechanisms are godly repentance coupled with the fruit of changed behavior.  If indeed God does turn people over to Satan, it is with redemptive restoration in mind.  No matter how they got there, it’s always the Lord’s will to rescue people from the Devil’s grip. (2 Cor 2:4-11)
Conclusion
  Were it not for God’s mercy, many of us would be reaping heartaches from various fields where we’ve sown sinful seeds.  Salvation’s gracious package includes divine crop failures to prevent us from reaping all that we’ve knowingly and unknowingly sown.   How some bad seeds sown prior to salvation have consequences that don’t germinate till years later is an enigma.  But, it does happen. For sure, frequently committed besetting sins risk penalties.  If this article has sparked suspicions that you might be experiencing sin-related chastening, don’t be alarmed.  Identifying the source of the resistance you’ve felt is a major step toward victory.  The next step is to ask the Lord to grace you with genuine godly sorrow about the habitual transgression. (2 Cor 7:9-11)  Then renounce it with the willingness to go to whomever needful to make amends.  Finally, choose to believe that the Lord has never abandoned you. 

  The presence of trouble does not equate to the absence of God from your life.   In the context of discipline, the godly opposition you’ve experienced denotes His intimate interests in you.  Since He’s been close enough to spank you, He’s close enough to embrace you and to start healing your wounds the moment you come to repentance.  God isn’t like condemning earthly fathers.  He doesn’t use isolated points of misbehavior as a motivation for indicting a child’s entire character and for withholding all demonstrations of approval.  Simultaneous to His rebukes about a constant sin; there are other areas of life about which He’ll comfort, affirm and bless you.  What a God!
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