Guidelines for Judging a Prophetic Word

1. I Cor 14:3 “ But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification [spiritual and


moral growth] and exhortation [to urge, advise or caution earnestly; to 


encourage] and consolation [ to comfort].  The prophetic word should


fall into one of these categories.  In verse 4 it says prophecy builds up the 

church.  It does not tear down.  There may indeed be admonition and


warning, even exhortation to desist from some evil, but the whole purpose


is positive: the strengthening of faith and practice.

2. I Pet 4:10,11 “ As each on has received a special gift, employ it in serving one


another.. so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”


The voice of the prophetic is not for us to increase but for God to be 


glorified. All words should be brought in a spirit of humility and desire


only for God to be glorified.  Look for these two aspects.

3. All prophetic words should line up with Scripture. 2 Pet 1:19 says that 


Scripture is the prophetic made more sure. The prophetic should never 


disagree with the Scripture.

4. I Pet 14:33 “for God is not a God of confusion but of peace.”  Because God is


a God of order He will not usually abruptly switch the mood, or order 

of service.  Sometimes if a word that one has seems completely out of


context, but fits all the other tests, it may be for a different time, or 


for an individual.  It is best to write down the word and hold on to it.

5. I Cor 16:14  “ Let all that you do be done in love.”  Both those giving the 


word and those screening the word need to be sensitive to the Spirit,  to


walk in humility and to show the love of Christ
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