Israel Prayer Focus

Prayer Update From Israel (June 15, 2009)
 

1. MR. NETANYAHU'S SPEECH
Last night Israel's Prime Minister Netanyahu delivered his first major policy speech since taking office, a speech he went into under very strong pressures from the White House on the one hand, and from different factions within his own administration on the other. Much is being made of his use at last of the word "Palestinian State". His actual words were, "It is impossible to expect us to agree in advance to the principle of a Palestinian state without assurances that this state will be demilitarized. On a matter so critical to the existence of Israel, we must first have our security needs addressed.If we receive this guarantee regarding demilitarization and Israel's security needs, and if the Palestinians recognize Israel as the state of the Jewish people, then we will be ready in a future peace agreement to reach a solution where a demilitarized Palestinian state exists alongside the Jewish state." The Prime Minister, however, went counter to international demands in declaring that Jerusalem "must remain the united capital of Israel with continued religious freedom for all faiths," and that, while Israel has "no intention of building new settlements or of expropriating additional land for existing settlements", the settlers have a right to "normal life"-by which he strongly implied that limited building may continue in existing settlements to allow for "natural growth." Such an "exception" was quietly allowed by the Bush administration but has already been strongly condemned by President Obama's.

Before addressing any of these issues, Mr. Netanyahu dealt with remarks made by President Obama in his Cairo address which have angered many Israelis. In that speech, the President stated that "the aspiration for a Jewish homeland is rooted in a tragic history that cannot be denied." He went further to link that aspiration to the Holocaust; he then proceeded to compare the suffering plight of the Palestinian people with that suffered by the Jews at the hands of the Nazis. Prime Minister challenged this assumption early on in his speech, stating that "this is the land of our forefathers.The right of the Jewish people to a state in the Land of Israel does not derive from the catastrophes that have plagued our people.There are those who say that if the Holocaust had not occurred, the State of Israel would never have been established. But I say that if the State of Israel would have been established earlier, the Holocaust would not have occurred." He went on to affirm that Israel's right to sovereignty in the land "arises from one simple fact: this is the homeland of the Jewish people, this is where our identity was forged." (We strongly appreciate this clarification, although we would go yet deeper-Israel's title to the land goes beyond the fact that the Patriarchs themselves lived here-it is related to the Word of the God whom the Patriarchs worshiped.)

After the speech, the Prime Minister quickly came under criticism from all sides, from the Palestinians and the Left for putting "conditions" on the establishment of any future state, from the Right for mentioning the possibility of a Palestinian state at all. Mr. Obama expressed support for the Prime Minister's "endorsement" of the goal of a Palestinian state, but was silent regarding the conditions. He then continued with what might be seen as a thinly veiled edge of warning, "The President will continue working with all parties.to see that they fulfill their obligations and responsibilities necessary to achieve a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and a comprehensive regional peace" (Emphases ours).

We will state here that we do not approve of the Prime Minister's mention of a "Palestinian State".especially (as was not specifically mentioned in the speech) if such a state were expected to lie in Judea and Samaria. God has forever sworn by covenant to which people's descendants that area will be an inheritance. Yet, it should perhaps be observed that for all of Mr. Netanyahu's mention of the word "state" and of his vision for two peoples living "freely, side by side, in amity and mutual respect", he did not ever specifically mention a particular geographical location in which such a state might lie (The Kingdom of Jordan-a majority of whose population is comprised, incidentally, of Palestinians-itself presently lies side by side with the West Bank). Interestingly, as was quickly pointed out by commentators, Netanyahu chose not to use the name "West Bank", but rather continually to refer to the area by its Biblical name of Judea and Samaria. Nor did he make mention of the oft touted "road map" peace plan. Lastly, it should be realized that the preconditions required in the Prime Minister's view for consideration of such a state, do not at present appear to be any nearer to coming to pass than they ever have.

We were encouraged by Mr. Netanyahu's stance on Jerusalem, his references to the settlers in Judea and Samaria ("There is a need to enable the residents to live normal lives, to allow mothers and fathers to raise their children like families elsewhere. The settlers are neither the enemies of the people nor the enemies of peace. Rather, they are an integral part of our people, a principled, pioneering and Zionist public."), and for his verbalized reverence for the heritage of his people, the Patriarchs and the land.

PLEASE PRAY: *For our Prime Minister, who faces incredibly complex decisions, dilemmas and pressures, both physical and spiritual. Progress on the path set before him is impossible without divine help. In Isaiah 45:1, God refers to Cyrus-a Persian king who had no personal relation with Him, as "My Messiah" (Hebrew: "meshiho"-Anointed One). Under a divine anointing this king's right hand was held by God (Netanyahu's first name Benyamin means "Son of my Right Hand), and as he followed Him, the LORD "subdued nations before him, loosed the armor of kings, opened double doors." The LORD went before and made crooked places straight, broke in pieces gates of bronze and cut bars of iron, that he would know that the LORD "called him by name". PLEASE PRAY that Mr. Netanyahu would be anointed by the Lord, so that he may move righteously through the impossibilities before him. Pray for his protection and protection for his family. And please pray for revelation of truth and life from the pages of the Testimony which his people bear, but which were never wholly available to Cyrus!

*For the Obama administration, that it will come to know the fear of the Lord.that it will not put forth its hand against God's anointed.that it will not presume to see itself as a policeman and adjudicator assigned with "seeing that Israel fulfill her obligations and responsibilities" necessary to achieving the President's "solution" to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. God is Israel's Judge, and it is to Him that she stands or falls and finds her judgment and her vindication
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