The Rapture: When is it? At Any Moment? Kathleen Murray June 17, 2009 (Italics or Pastor Joe LoRusso’s Response)

First, the Bride, CHURCH, is not to know the date or time of the wedding. In our Jewish Roots, the Hebrew tradition of the wedding is plain; it’s a surprise to the groom and bride. The bridegroom will call for the bride when his Father says that the new home is ready. Zola states that “theologians have tried to relate the Rapture to the Tribulation period events and this exercise is hopeless. It is easy to see the marked events in the Tribulation period. But none of these are biblically related to the Rapture of the Church. Nothing in prophecy has to happen before the Rapture.

The Rapture is a surprise, “in the twinkling of an eye”. Tying tribulation events to the Rapture is contrary to scripture and Jesus’ coming for His CHURCH (Believing Jew and Gentiles). Acts 1:7, “And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”  We cannot “schedule” the Lord’s coming, it’s not scriptural or in the tradition of the Jewish Wedding, a type and shadow of what is to come.

Using some Jewish Wedding traditions to reinforce the timing of our catching away is weak when scriptures do point to a timing. 

Luke 21:27* “Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A CLOUD with power and great glory.

28* “But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Redemption complete at the Resurrection

Romans 8:23* And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

Mark 13:23* “But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance. (When we are in the season of something we are suppose to know – the religious leaders were rebuked by Jesus because they should have know they were in the season of God visitation – Acts 1 – it was not time to set up His kingdom – so He tells them it is not for them to know – when it is the season – we are suppose to know)
 24* ¶ “But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT,

 25* AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.

 26* “Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory.

We can have typology and subjective examples of a sudden secret coming with no preceding signs but scripture trumps them:

2 Thess 2:1* ¶ Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, (Paul is talking about the return of Christ (There is only one return) and are gathering or rapture to Him (One event several days long)

 2* that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

 3* ¶ Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy (646. apostasia apostasia; from 868; defection, revolt:--) comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, (two things must happen first before His coming and our gathering together to Him)

 4* who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

 5* Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?

Secondly, the Rapture is the reward of the Church for its belief in the Messiah. If the Church were to wait through the Tribulation period for the return of the Lord, then our outcome would be no better than that of the unbelieving world. We would suffer under the Antichrist just as those who reject Christ suffer. However, Paul indicated that the Antichrist will appear “:that they (the world) might all be judged…but God hat from the beginning chose you to salvation” (2 Thess 2:9-13 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  13 But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth…)

If the world and Church are to be treated the same, then the New Testament doesn’t make much sense and there is no reward for faith. However, the Lord Himself said: Rev 3:10, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”

This is very weak – the church has always had tribulation and always came out stronger – something we are forgetting – He is coming for a bride without spot nor wrinkle –

This is the beginning of the Great Tribulation (Middle of the 7 year peace treaty)

 Rev 12:10* Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.

 11* “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.
The Church will be taken out of the world before the coming of the Antichrist, (2 Thess 2:7-8   7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming…). He who now letteth (restrains or hinders) is the Church. The ease of Daniel 9:27 shows that the not present since millions would oppose the antichrist if the Church were still here. The Archangel Michael is the protector of Israel, not the Church.

Anti-christ is revealed in Jerusalem’s territory – Michael is the protector

Millions will probably oppose the anti-christ otherwise who are these people from the nations who enter into the Millennial reign of Jesus – obviously they have not taken the mark of the beast.

The order of the Jewish feasts, the Feasts of the Lord, Leviticus 23, reveals in symbol that the coming of the Lord for the Church directly follow the last great event of the Church Age, Pentecost. The next feast is most suggestive of the Rapture, the Fest of Trumpets. It has never been fulfilled and so we await the Rapture of the Church.

Right – knowing the times and the seasons we look for His coming during the Fall feast: 

1. Feast of Trumpets – rapture

2. Day of Atonement – Israel saved

3. Feast of Tabernacles – He’s Back!

This is about a 22 day event – there are not years between these feast!

Finally, again, no prophetic event has to precede the Rapture! It was regarded as an imminent possibility nearly 2,000 years ago. Paul was waiting or the return of the Lord even advising singe people that they might well not think about marriage because  the Rapture would certainly change that status anyway (1 Cor 7:29 “But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none…”) Titus 2:13, “Looking for that blessed hope” Paul exhorts us to be constantly looking for that blessed hope. 

They had plenty of hints to them he would not be coming back soon! Whether they understood them or not is another story – He made it very clear He would die but be raised 3 days later and they did not get it.

Peter Knew that He Would Die before Jesus Returned

 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. (John 21:18-19)

Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. (2 Peter 1:14)

Imagine that we had the opportunity to talk with the Apostle Peter after Jesus had died, arisen from the dead, and ascended into heaven. Remember, Peter had been very close to Jesus. He was obviously very familiar with what Jesus said in chapters 24 and 25 of the Gospel of Matthew. But, in spite of those words of Jesus, if you had asked Peter, “Peter, do you think Jesus might return today?” Peter would have replied, “No. Not today. Because He showed me by what kind of death I should glorify him, when I am old. He will not return in my lifetime.” (Then, I suspect, Peter would have given us the explanation of the passages that may seem to teach imminency that you will read in this paper!)

Paul Knew that He Would Go to Rome before Jesus Returned

 

And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. (Acts 22:21)

And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. (Acts 23:11)

 

If we had asked Paul before he went to Rome if he thought Jesus would return today, Paul would have said, “No. Not today. He has showed me that I must first go to Rome to bear witness of Him.”

The Early Church Knew that They Must Take the Gospel to the World before Jesus Returned

 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8)

 

If you had asked a Christian shortly after Jesus ascended into heaven if he or she was familiar with what Jesus had said that is recorded for us in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, they would almost certainly have said, “Of course!” If you had followed that up by saying, “Then you believe that Jesus could return today, right?” They would have said, “No. Not today. He told us that we must take the gospel to the uttermost part of the earth first!”

Christians in Thessalonica Erred in Assuming the Return of Christ was Imminent

 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? (2 Thessalonians 2:1-5)

Some of the Thessalonian Christians had evidently become focused on the possibility that they were already far into the tribulation and that Jesus could return soon. It is reasonable for a suffering church to think that perhaps they are going through the last great tribulation. And certainly the Thessalonians were a suffering church (1 Thessalonians 2:14; 3:4; 2 Thessalonians 1:4-6). But Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, knew that they were being premature. He wanted them to learn to “stand fast” (2 Thessalonians 2:15) and to be “established in good words and works” (2 Thessalonians 2:17). He knew that they had work to do before the Lord returned. So he reminded them that there were some things that would occur before the Lord returned (viz., the revelation of the Antichrist and the great apostasy).

If the return of Christ were considered to be imminent, Paul would surely have reminded them that they and he would be raptured before the events described in these verses occurred.
If the Rapture of the Church were to follow the tribulation period, or occur somewhere within it, the apostles were greatly misinformed to be expecting it back then. But actually, considering the pre-tribulation view, they were preaching the best of all possible courses; we are to be in readiness at all times for the return of the Lord.

“Only Believe” 

John 14:1-3 1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”

There is a falling away of formerly Christian denominations but it is a good feeling to know that the Lord is indeed coming, and coming at any moment! There are huge churches preaching social doctrines, as though good behavior would take one to heaven, and that the idea of Christianity was to be better than the next fellow. But those not waiting or the Lord and not occupied with His true work simply will not go with Him. The parable of the ten virgins, Matt 25:1-13, is a clear illustration. Some who constantly cry “Lord, Lord” will not in fact join the Lord at all if the Scriptures are to be believed.

As to the rest of us, our great hope day by day, hour by hour, prayer by prayer, work by work, is in His early coming. Maranatha 

Rev.22:20  “He which testifieth these things saith, “Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Thanks for allowing me to explain my belief that “Nothing in prophecy has to happen before the Rapture.”

(The Rapture is more fully covered in Zola Levitt’s books, Raptured, with Dr. Thomas S. McCall and The Signs of the End.)

http://www.levitt.com/essays/endtimes_events.html
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