Equipping class – Prophetic  - Jan/Feb 2009

As one of the homework assignments for our class, we had the class ask the Lord for a ‘now’ word for Southgate.  Here are some of the things that people in the class heard.

(See also the attached PowerPoint presentation of a vision the Lord gave – of two trees each bearing fruit – one representing each church – ROL and Victory … and the progression of the trees/fruit since the merger)

· We are no longer Victory and Rivers merged.  We are Southgate. No more referring to the old names!

· Habitation – God desires a place to habitate in Southgate.  Prepare a bench where He is welcomed and desired.  A place for Him to inhabit. 

· Return to Me.  Stop chasing after the new stuff.  Go back to the old.   Draw near to Me and find yourself in Me.  I am all you need, your strength, your hope, your joy. 

· Love one another.  Return to your first love. 

· Southgate – Tend the sheep of the flock.  When the flock is healthy and cared for, attention can be turned to the lost who are outside the flock.  This is a season of care for the flock. 

· Stretch out your tent pegs.  Enlarge the place of your dwelling … and your hearts.

· The Lord told me that there will be more growth at Southgate, more unity and people will get more closeness. 

· The Lord gave me these Scriptures – 

2 Chron 30:12 The hand of God was on the people to give them unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the word of the Lord. 

Ps 133:1 How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity.  

Ps 133:3b For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.

Col 3:12-17 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.   And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Common theme – we are no longer two churches – but one new body … with a new identity.  He is asking us to return to our first love – to Him, and also to love each other.  As we care for the flock (each other) we will be bound together in unity.  As we enlarge our hearts to embrace one another we will be equipped to embrace those that He will bring that are still outside the flock.  The fruit we bear as a new tree will be much more diverse than what either church brought into the marriage.   As we obey in these areas, we will be a place for Him to dwell, to inhabit … a place of His continual presence!  

